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Christ the King Sunday 2019 

Christ the King Sunday is relatively new to the church calendar. 

First instituted by Pope Pius XI for the Roman Church in 1925. It 
was not widely celebrated until 1970 when it was moved to the last 

Sunday of the church year. The Feast was to put in place for the 

laity.  
Pope Pius wrote this to the church: “If to Christ our Lord is given 

all power in heaven and on earth; if all men, purchased by his 

precious blood, are by a new right subjected to his dominion; if 
this power embraces all men, it must be clear that not one of our 

faculties is exempt from his empire. He must reign in our minds, 

which should assent with perfect submission and firm belief to 
revealed truths and to the doctrines of Christ. He must reign in our 

wills, which should obey the laws and precepts of God. He must 

reign in our hearts, which should spurn natural desires and love 
God above all things, and cleave to him alone. He must reign in 

our bodies and in our members, which should serve as instruments 

for the interior sanctification of our souls, or to use the words of 
the Apostle Paul, as instruments of justice unto God."  

The question for each of us this morning is how much does Christ 
reign in our lives? Full submission and in firm belief, mind, body, 

and soul and do we cleave to him alone? Do we see Christ as our 
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Redeemer and thus our King? I know some of us do not embrace 

the theology of the cross as the purchase by Christ and his precious 
blood. But we should not close our minds to the message of Christ 

the King. 

My theology of Christ the King is this; I am a creature of creation 

and as such, external to God, and only fully me when in 
communion with Christ. This communion is not a static 

contemplation of Christ, but an eternal progress into the 

inexhaustible riches of divine life. A divine process which in 
Christ, I am able to recover my original relation to God and grow 

into God “ From Glory to Glory”        

We have been reading Luke’s Gospels in Pentecost this year. Luke 

is very clear as to Christ the King and his kingdom. Luke’s 

narratives show the change from Jesus encounters with people. 
Execution plots set the form, characters takes sides we have priest, 

Satan, Judas against, Jesus and his disciples, and the people. Gut 

reality over shadow the festivity of the Passover. Side note 
Passover is all about oppression and liberation. Christ is calling in 

the final manifestation of the coming of God’s commonwealth. It is 

in his last supper that Christ gives himself as a “new covenant”.  

 4



At this supper the apostles reflect not God’s commonwealth but 

imperial rules of intrigue, betrayal, and competition for priority.  
Luke’s audience understands Crist’s redefinition of ruler and 

thrones as mutuality: mutuality that we may be losing each day. As 
our society and our nation becomes more and more materialistic 

and greed driven. Setting us on the path to third world 

classification. Greed as a way of life is common thinking in today’s 
society. Not knowing how greed affects the poor. Power and greed 

at the very top of our nations government has set a tone of 

unethical and non-Christian ideology and cosmology.   

I believe that the root understanding of the trial and conviction was 

greed and power. At the Cross Christ the King was missed 
identified as the King of The Jews. Was miss quoted and slandered 

even in his agony. Mocked, laughed at, and called names from 

what I would call the mass media of the day. The only person in 
the area that saw thru all of this was the thief and murder on his 

right. This man must have been a very astute and very clever 

person. I don’t think they tracked him down I think he was turned 
in for the reward money. His mind was to sharp to be caught as he 

saw thru the miss information and imperial rhetoric and was able 

to look at how the imperial rhetoric was cruel and wrong. It was 
this man that said I am hanging here because I am guilty, but this 
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man is innocent, and said to Christ, remember me when you come 

into your kingdom (acknowledging Christ as King) 

There is still time for us to try to see thru the cruel rhetoric all 
around us. We still have time to turn over our lives to Christ the 

King and meditate on Gods mutuality and common good a true 

commonwealth. A commonwealth defined by Christ the King. 

"If to Christ our Lord is given all power in heaven and on earth; if 
all men, purchased by his precious blood, are by a new right 

subjected to his dominion; if this power embraces all men, it must 

be clear that not one of our faculties is exempt from his empire. He 
must reign in our minds, which should assent with perfect 

submission and firm belief to revealed truths and to the doctrines 

of Christ. He must reign in our wills, which should obey the laws 
and precepts of God. He must reign in our hearts, which should 

spurn natural desires and love God above all things, and cleave to 

him alone. He must reign in our bodies and in our members, which 
should serve as instruments for the interior sanctification of our 

souls, or to use the words of the Apostle Paul, as instruments of 

justice unto God." [12] 
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Those in public administration can and should use and develop 

virtues such as justice, courage, and truthfulness to help them 
counter the common institutional temptations that drive lesser 

ethical people to seek wealth, fame, and power instead of 
advancing the public interest.  

God’s Kingdom Rule would look more like a democracy and not 
an oligarchy: a common wealth system where everyone has the 

basics of life. Everyone would have shelter, food, and clothing. 

Some would still have more than others, but everyone would have 
enough.  

A nation that would protect all life even alien persons entering our 
country and crossing the southern western desert;  Our King has 1

let us know that exploitation of creation, human or otherwise is 

contrary to his plan. Our King’s cosmology call’s to account all 
human activity and demands that unifying love becomes the basis 

of all our actions. 

In a resent interview with University of Notre Dame President and 
Holy Cross Fr. John Jenkins. Fr. John said “In addition to climate, I 

have focused on immigration and civil discourse as major issues of 

focus beyond campus concerns.” The ethics of Christian’s 
cosmology is a concern of many scholars.  

 Mathew 17-181
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This activity includes ecology, social justice, and the very 
structures of our political and economic systems. The activity that I 

am talking about is my carful consideration of my voting habits, 
investments and ideologies of government. I beg of you not to see 

this sermon as Republican or Democratic, but in the light of what 

Christ the King’ s message means and to understand the Christian 
theology of cosmology a cosmology that encompasses all of life 

and social interaction. Christian cosmology demands justices at 

every level of life a common ground for all to have enough. 
Let us pray.  

O merciful Creator, whose hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of 

every living creature: Make us, we beseech thee, ever thankful for 
thy loving providence; and grant that we, remembering the account 

that we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of thy bounty; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
liveth and reigneth one God, for ever and ever. Amen 
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